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Welcome to the GSCB Starter Band
Thank you for your interest in the GSCB Starter Band - we hope you will enjoy your time with us!

Playing standard and repertoire
The band welcomes players of all standards and any experience and there are no auditions.  We have players who have been learning their instrument for three months through to those who have been learning for over three decades.  There is no set rule for minimum experience although a basic knowledge of reading music and of your instrument is recommended - so if you have got as far as working for your grade 1 or 2 (or equivalent) then that should be fine.   Equally, if you are more experienced, then there you will still find plenty to challenge you.  We play so lots of different music which means there is something for everyone and the amount of music we cover means that sight reading and ensemble playing skills are constantly developed.   We have a fundamental core of experienced players, albeit some on their second instrument, which means that you will always have people around you to support you and/or who would welcome your support.  We have seen this work every effectively with younger players who come into the band at very early stages of their playing and who then develop and become some of our stronger players who encourage the next wave of new players.  Parents often come along and play too, tempted out musical retirement and we have many instances of having retained the parents after their offspring have left to go off to pursue other interests or to university!  We play a full range of musical styles, and we deliberately do not play beginner music – rather, we play “proper” music - often very similar to that played by the concert band – we just learn at a different pace and in a different way.  
Rehearsals and concerts
Rehearsals are held on Monday evenings mostly during school term times only (except Bank Holidays) between 6:30pm and 7.30pm at Goring Primary School.  Music is provided – just bring a stand, your instrument and a pencil.  Typically, we do a couple of informal concerts each year, one at Christmas and one in Spring, and the starter band also has a big themed concert on our own in late September/October.  In the past this has included Big Band Night, Halloween Night, “70s Night” and this year we are preparing for a Starter Band Coronation Prom!
Membership
You are welcome to attend a few rehearsals before deciding if you would like to join.   If you do decide to do so, new members (or their parent(s)/guardian(s) for members under 18 years old) are required to complete and sign the membership form on the back page of this document.  The membership form also includes a permission statement for photos or videos of the band to be used in promotional material and there is also an optional Gift Aid declaration for UK taxpayers (details below).
Subscriptions
Subscriptions are currently: £36 per year for adults, and £18 per year for U18.  Payments are due at the start of each term (although annual payments are also welcome) and we prefer online payment if possible:
Online banking payments should be made to:
Account name: Goring and Streatley Concert Band

Bank: Lloyds Bank

Sort code: 30-64-37

Account number: 51153968.

Reference : Please “SB subs” as the reference
Gift Aid Declaration
Gift Aid is a common way for charities and other eligible organisations to increase the value of monetary gifts from UK taxpayers by claiming back basic rate tax paid by the donor (at no additional cost to the donor).  It can increase the value of donations by a quarter.  If you wish the band to benefit from this and are an eligible UK Income or capital gains tax payer, all you need to do is to tick the relevant box on the separate form which can apply either to a single payment, or to all current and future subscription payments.  You will be required to indicate that you have read and understood the following:
1. You are aware that you can cancel this declaration at any time by notifying the treasurer of GSCB.

2. The payer of the subscription(s) pays an amount of income tax and/or capital gains tax at least equal to the tax that the charity reclaims on your subscription(s) in the tax year (currently 25p for each £1 you give).  You understand that other taxes such as VAT and Council Tax do not qualify.
3. If in the future your circumstances change and the statement in 2 above is no longer correct, you can cancel your declaration (see note 1).

4. If the payer of the subscription(s) pays tax at the higher rate he/she can claim further tax relief in his/her Self Assessment tax return.

5. If you are unsure whether your subscription(s) qualify for Gift Aid tax relief, ask the treasurer. Or ask your local tax office for leaflet IR 113 Gift Aid.
If you have any further questions about the band, or what it is like to play with us, please do not hesitate to contact us through our website and one of the committee will get in touch with you https://www.goringandstreatleyband.co.uk/contact-us.  We look forward to hearing from you!
GSCB Starter Band Membership Form 
	Name of player(s)
	

	Junior or Adult?
	

	Instrument(s)
	

	Name of parent(s)/guardian(s) for junior members
	

	Address:
	

	Phone:
	

	Email:
	

	Annual Subscription 
	         £36 (adult)
	        £18 (U18)


Permission for use of photos/videos
I confirm that I do/I do not wish for photos / videos of the above named to be used by the Goring and Streatley Concert Band to promote band activities (delete as appropriate).
Data Protection Policy
Goring & Streatley Concert Band holds information regarding names, addresses, phone numbers and e-mail addresses for current Band members.  The Band Secretary is the data controller and holds the lists on his/her home computer, and undertakes not to divulge this information to third parties.

Signature:








Date:
Please return this form to the GSCB Starter Band Secretary at the next rehearsal
GSCB Gift Aid Declaration
The Goring and Streatley Concert Band - Charity number: 1162920
Boost your donation by 25p of Gift Aid for every £1 you donate
Gift Aid is reclaimed by the charity from the tax you pay for the current tax year. Your address is needed to identify you as a current UK taxpayer.   
Details of Donor / Band member
Title / First name / Last name: …..............................................................................
Address (including House number/Name and Post code):

..........................................…............................................................................
…......................................................................................................................

I want The Goring and Streatley Concert Band to treat (tick one):
___
The donation / subscription of £ …..         which I made on  dd  mm   yyyy
___
All donations/subscriptions that I have made in the past four years and 


all future donations/subscriptions that I make from the date of this declaration

___
All donations/subscriptions I make from the date of this declaration and in the 

future

as a Gift Aid donation / Gift Aid donations.(Please tick or enter 'Yes' against the appropriate line)

I am a UK taxpayer and understand that if I pay less Income Tax and/or Capital Gains Tax than the amount of Gift Aid claimed on all my donations in that tax year it is my responsibility to pay any difference.
Signature: …...............................................................

Date: …......................

Notes
1. Please notify the Treasurer if you:

a. Want to cancel this declaration

b. Change your name or home address

c. No longer pay sufficient tax on your income and/or capital gains

2. If you pay Income Tax at the higher or additional rate and want to receive the additional tax relief 
due to you, you must include all your Gift Aid donations on your Self-Assessment tax return or ask HM Revenue and Customs to adjust your tax code.  
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